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 B O L T O N   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S          
 

July 24, 2020 

 

 

Dear Staff and Families, 

 

I hope you are all staying safe and feeling well.  Below please find several important updates. 

 

2020-2021 School Calendar 

On Wednesday evening, the Bolton Board of Education approved the revised 2020-2021 School 

Calendar.  Attached please find the link to the calendar on the district website at Bolton Public 

Schools 2020-2021 Revised Calendar.  This calendar revision includes six professional 

development days for staff beginning on Tuesday, August 25 – Tuesday, September 1, 2020.  

School will start for students on Wednesday, September 2, 2020 with an early release on the first 

three days of school to give students and staff time to transition to wearing masks all day and learn 

the new routines in school.  Early release times can be found at the bottom of the attached calendar. 

 

2020-2021 School Day 

As part of the Bolton Public Schools Reopening Plan, BCS and BHS will shorten the length of 

school day for students by 45 minutes. Please note that this change does not substantially affect the 

actual instructional time for teachers and students. This is necessary to accommodate the changes in 

structures at both schools required by the creation of cohorts, the contractual requirement for a duty 

free planning period for teachers which will be at the end of the day for 45 minutes after the 

students depart, and the cleaning of buses in between each route and at the end of every day.  Below 

please find the arrival and dismissal times for each school. 

 

Bolton Center School 

The BCS student day for the 2020-2021 school year will be 8:30 a.m. - 2:40 p.m.  The 

reduction of the 45 minutes will not impact student learning time. Classes will remain the 

same length of time. In order to accomplish this, homeroom and passing times have been 

shortened because students are in cohorts in their classrooms limiting time in the hallways 

and study hall has been eliminated. Students may arrive at school no earlier than 8:15 a.m. 

Bolton High School 

The BHS student day for the 2020-2021 school year will be 7:35 a.m. - 1:35 p.m. BHS will 

be using the Bolton Extended Learning Time (BELT) schedule each day. The 40 minute 

Connections will not meet daily.  The 45 minute shortening of the academic day will not 

substantially impact instructional time due to reducing Connections and transition times. 

Students may arrive at school no earlier than 7:20 a.m.  

 

https://www.boltonpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3099854/File/Website%20Uploads%20-%20Docs/2020-2021%20Revised%20Calendar%207-14-20%202.pdf
https://www.boltonpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3099854/File/Website%20Uploads%20-%20Docs/2020-2021%20Revised%20Calendar%207-14-20%202.pdf
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Students Devices 

BPS will now be a 1:1 district with students having their own school purchased Chromebooks.  

More information will be forthcoming in the next few weeks regarding our Chromebook 

distribution plan.  

 

BPS School Reopening Plan 

Currently, the directive from Governor Lamont and Commissioner of Education Cardona requires 

that all school districts develop plans for three scenarios for the fall of 2020: 

1. A plan to provide for in-school instruction for all students on a full-time basis, unless a 

family voluntarily opts into temporary remote learning (more information will be 

forthcoming by the middle of August for families regarding Bolton’s plan for remote 

learning – this will not be the same as the distance learning plan); 

2. A plan to provide a hybrid model with both in-person and remote learning support options 

accessing instruction and curriculum online resulting in limited student population on school 

premises at any given time; and 

3. A plan for total distance learning to provide a strategy for the potential of future 

cancellation of school or a certain class requiring all students to access instruction and 

curriculum online for a period of time. More information will be forthcoming regarding our 

distance learning plan in the coming weeks as we have made improvements to the plan we 

utilized in the spring. 

 

Governor Lamont has indicated that careful analysis of public health data will drive the final 

determination regarding which model schools will implement when reopening for the 2020-2021 

school year.  We anticipate additional communications from the Office of the Governor and the 

Commissioner of Education regarding the model to be adopted during August.   

 

Bolton’s School Reopening Plan will continue to be a working draft document due to the constantly 

changing health data and information.  The guiding principles for Bolton’s plan include: ensuring 

the safety of all students and staff; a focus on equity, access, and student supports; rigorous and 

engaging instruction for all learners; and, effective stakeholder communication.   

 

Highlights from Bolton’s School Reopening Plan include, but are not limited to:  

 

 Masks will be required to be worn by all staff, students, and visitors in school and on the 

bus. Mask breaks will be provided.   

 

 Classrooms will be organized to maximize social distancing between student workspaces, 

achieving six feet social distancing when feasible.   

 

 Changes in school transitions will include designating patterns for directional foot-traffic 

within corridors through clearly labeled markings on the floors to minimize face-to-face 

contact of students and staff.   
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 Opportunities for recess will continue with assigned areas on the BCS grounds for each 

classroom/grade.   

 

 Health screening guidelines regarding when to stay home and how to know when to return 

to school/work.   

 

 There will be an isolation room at each school with its own designated bathroom monitored 

by a staff member.  This room is not in the health room and will be used for students 

exhibiting symptoms associated with COVID-19 until they can be picked up by a parent or 

guardian.  

 

 Staff who exhibit symptoms associated with COVID-19 during the school day will be sent 

home immediately.  

 

 Food services will include lunch delivery to the assigned grade level cohort lunch location.  

“Grab-n-go” meals will be made available for students learning remotely while in-person 

learning is in session.    

 

 The district will partner with M&J Bus to provide guidance on effective disinfection 

procedures and sign/symptoms of COVID-19.  Parents are strongly encouraged to transport 

their children to and from school if at all possible.  

To read the full plan please see the attached document on the district’s website at Bolton Public 

Schools Reopening Plan - Working Draft. 

 

Communication Regarding the Opening of School 

More detailed information regarding the plans at each school will be forthcoming in mid-August. 

We will be sharing informational videos with staff and families prior to the start of school regarding 

various aspects of our return. Parents will be receiving a back to school supply list in the next 

couple of weeks.   Further, if the decision is that we are to open school fully for five days a week, 

you can expect other surveys as we will need to collect information as to who will be attending, 

who will be participating in remote learning, and who will be riding the bus. In addition, we will 

share information as it becomes available and host opportunities for parents to learn more about our 

plans at various grade levels via Zoom or another interactive platform after the decision is made by 

Governor Lamont.    

 

I would again like to thank the administrators for their tireless work on this plan and the 60 plus 

members of our staff who helped to craft and refine it, and the parents and students who completed 

the survey to help inform the draft of the plan.  Lastly, I wish to thank the Board of Education and 

the community of Bolton for their continued support.   

https://www.boltonpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3099854/File/Website%20Uploads%20-%20Docs/Bolton%20Public%20Schools%20Reopening%20Plan%20-%20Working%20Draft.pdf
https://www.boltonpublicschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3099854/File/Website%20Uploads%20-%20Docs/Bolton%20Public%20Schools%20Reopening%20Plan%20-%20Working%20Draft.pdf
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We understand that this is a time of great uncertainty and the return to school may likely be causing 

staff, students, and families stress.  Please know that we are here to work with you and we remain 

committed to providing the safest and highest quality educational experience we can envision.  

Stay safe and be well, 

 

Kristin B. Heckt 
 

Kristin B. Heckt 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


